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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR EARLE'S STATEMENT OF JUNE 29, 1977 (SALTTWO-1254) 

THE FOLLOWING IS STATEMENT DELIVERED BY AMBASSADOR EARLE 
AT THE SALT TWO MEETING OF JUNE 29, 1977. 

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR EARLE JUNE 29, 1977 
MR. MINISTER: 

I 

TODAY I WILL DISCUSS THE AGREED STATEMENT CONCERNING THE 
LOCATIONS OF THE URRENT ICBM TEST RANGES OF EACH SIDE, 

WHICH THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION PROPOSED IN MARCH, 1976, 

AND WHICH HAS BEEN THE SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS SINCE THAT TIME. THIS IS A MATTER WHICH THE U.S. 

DELEGATION BELIEVES SHOULD BE RESOLVED IN THE INTEREST OF 
REACHING AN AGREEMENT WHICH IS COMPLETE AND UNAMBIGUOUS. 

II 

THE U.S. CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAT AN AGREED STATEMENT RECORDING 
THE LOCATIONS OF EACH SIDE'S ICBM TEST RANGES AND A COMMITMENT 
TO INFORM THE OTHER SIDE OF ANY CHANGES OR ADDITIONS TO THOSE 
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LOCATIONS WOULD BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO BOTH SIDES. IT WOULD SERVE 
TO INCREASE MUTUAL CONFIDENCE CONCERNING THE UNDERTAKINGS IN 
ARTICLE VII, AND WOULD ALSO HELP TO ENSURE THAT THE SIDES HAVE 
THE SAME UNDERSTANDING OF THE TERIM "TEST RANGE." IT WOULD 
THUS ELIMINATE A POSSIBLE SOURCE OF AMBIGUOUS SITUATIONS OR 
QUESTIONS CONCERNING COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
NEW AGREEMENT. 
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AN AGREED STATEMENT SUCH AS THE ONE WE HAVE PROPOSED IS 
ENTIRELY CONSISTENT WITH PARAGRAPH 1 OF ARTICLE XVI OF THE 
JOINT DRAFT TEXT, WHICH PROVIDES THAT THE PARTIES SHALL USE 
NATIONAL TECHNICAL MEANS OF VERIFICATION FOR PROVIDING 
ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THENEW AGREEMENT. 
IN THIS CONNECTION, THE SOVIET DELEGATION STATED ON MARCH 17, 1976, 
THAT THE APPROACH REPRESENTED BY THE PROPOSED AGREED STATEMENT 
"...RUNS COUNTER TO THE PRINCIPLE OF VERIFICATION BY NATIONAL 
TECHNICAL MENAS..." THE RATIONALE FOR THAT ASSERTION IS NOT 
CLEAR TO THE U.S. DELEGATION. 

FURTHER, WE DO NOT AGREE WITH THE CONTENTION THAT THE 
ABSENCE OF A STATEMENT IDENTIFYING THE LOCATIONS OF ICBM TEST 
RANGES IN CONNECTION WITH THE INTERIM AGREEMENT MEANS THAT 
THERE ARE NO GROUNDS NOW FOR INCLUDING SUCH A STATEMENT IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE NEW AGREEMENT. 

IN THAT SAME STATEMENT OF MARCH 17, 1976, THE SOVIET DEL- 
EGATION ALSO EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT ANY AMBIGUITIES PERCEIVED 
BY EITHER SIDE, WITH RESPECT TO TEST RANGES FOR EXAMPLE, 

COULD BE CONSIDERED BY THE STANDING CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION. 

THE U.S. BELIEVES, AS I INDICATED EARLIER, THAT BOTH SIDES 

SHOULD MAKE EVERY EFFORT NOW, WHILE WORKING OUT THE AGREEMENT, 

TO REDUCE THE POSSIBILITIES THAT SUCH AMBIGUITIES WILL ARISE. 

IV 
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MR. MINISTER, THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION REAFFIRMS ITS 
PROPOSAL FOR AN AGREED STATEMENT CONCERNING THE LOCATIONS OF 
ICBM TEST RANGES. EARLE 
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